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Pray tell, is that Jesus on the party line 

  

By: Des Houghton     

 

Watch out, Coalition. It's onward march for Christian political soldiers on the rise in the 

Queensland National Party 

HALLELUJAH brothers and sisters! 

The National Party's Christian soldiers are on the march. 

Or so some would have us believe. 

Flustered Coalitionists fear the Queensland Nationals may be hijacked by the Christian Right 

-- if they haven't been already. 

The Nationals' forces are heavy with evangelists who are exerting their authority like never 

before. 

And while there is little evidence they have voted as a bloc, Christians in both the 

parliamentary and party wings are actively recruiting what they say are ``like-minded 

groups''. 

The ousting of Jeff Seeney in favour of a politically born-again Lawrence Springborg brought 

the Christian lobby into focus. 

The leadership struggle featured the rise and rise of Christian Outreach Centre regular Fiona 

Simpson, 42, and Dave Gibson, 40, a staunch member of the Church of Jesus Christ of the 

Latter Day Saints. 

It is no coincidence the realignment of the party along loose Christian lines coincides with the 

rise of Bruce McIver as National Party state president. 

McIver, who made his fortune in trucking and cotton, is said to be highly religiously 

motivated. 

There is nothing wrong with that, of course, and if he wants to fund church and political 

campaigns, good luck to him. 

It's no secret he fell out with Seeney over Seeney's support for stem cell research. 

Seeney would not say whether his ousting was due to the rise of a US-style religious right. 

``I'd rather not comment,'' Seeney said. 

``But I will say the day is rapidly approaching when that will be a major issue within the 

National Party.'' 

He declined to elaborate. Nor would he comment on an internal bloodbath that followed his 

departure. 

In all, eight of the 11 media and policy advisers and researchers were pushed or jumped. 

Like many others, I'm wondering where the party is heading and whether the Christian 

members are as loyal to their constituents as they are to their churches. 

Many will see the rise of a Christian voice in Parliament as a positive development. 

There are real fears, however, that religious hardliners could fracture the party, destroy the 

Coalition and condemn conservatives to decades in Opposition. 

The worst-case scenario is that an ultra-right Christian Nats will splinter from the main party 

to form a new conservative party embracing ``like-minded'' voters sympathetic to Family 

First, The League of Rights, One Nation and the Right to Life anti-abortion lobby. 

A religious stranglehold on the party would probably make a long-term nexus with the 



Liberal Party intolerable, promoting destructive three-cornered contests that will hand victory 

to the ALP. 

McIver has reportedly set a deadline for a new amalgamated party with the Liberals in 

readiness for a state election due this year. 

Key Liberals are stalling and believe certain Nationals are itching to go it alone anyway. 

Simpson, the deputy National leader, admitted she made the phone call ending Seeney's 

leadership. 

But it was not a religious coup, she insists. 

``That wasn't the reason I rang Jeff Seeney and asked him to step down,'' she said. ``It's 

flattering to think people believe I have so much influence, but I don't. 

``I don't believe it was part of some religious bloc.'' 

She wouldn't say why she rang Seeney. 

``I prefer these matters to be kept in the party room,'' she said. 

``Jeff did his best.'' 

She said she did not believe churches should be aligned to political parties, or vice versa. 

Simpson said she frequently prays before making decisions. 

``Some might say I don't pray enough,'' she said. 

Other National Party true-believers include Ray Hopper, Rob Messenger, Vaughan Johnson, 

Shane Knuth, Mike Horan and Jack Dempsey. 

The rising star is Gibson, pictured, from Gympie. 

He is an eloquent former Army staff officer and newspaper proprietor who some see as a 

future leader. Buoyant and optimistic he is, like Simpson, difficult to dislike. 

Although he has been in Parliament a little more than a year, Gibson has, extraordinarily, 

been given permission to speak to the media on any issues when Springborg and Simpson are 

unavailable. 

Like Simpson, he says he is happy to take his religious-based values into Parliament. 

``There is no religious right bloc in the National Party that I am aware of,'' he said. 

``The media is looking to pigeonhole us. They assume that if people have the same faith base 

they must be part of a bloc.'' 

Gibson, a fan of American Republican Mitt Romney, also a Mormon, said meetings of the 

Christian Parliament Fellowship group often had more ALP members in attendance than Nats 

and Libs. 

Simpson says, like Gibson, she is comfortable with all faiths. 

``I consider myself ecumenical,'' she said. 

``I've worshiped in Catholic and Anglican churches and felt quite comfortable across a range 

of Christian traditions.'' 

The Nationals' shadow minister for Aboriginal affairs and sustainability, Rob Messenger, 

says he, too, is influenced by his faith. Raised a Catholic, he is now a regular at the Assembly 

of God church. 

``I hedge my bets,'' he said. 

``I have taken communion at St Stephen's (Catholic cathedral) but on Sunday nights I'm 

a happy clapper. 

``I classify myself as a sinner. I'm originally RC (Roman Catholic) and still bend the knee. 

``I'm only trying to get to heaven. 

``Does my faith influence how I vote in the House? Yes, of course it does.'' 

Ray Hopper, the shadow minister for natural resources, worships at the Christian Outreach 

Centre and is an ardent pro-lifer. 

``I'm not part of a religious faction but my faith governs how I vote in the House, absolutely,'' 

he said. 

``I'm very strong on right-to-life. 



``I have a depth of faith but I enjoy life and I have a beer on a hot day.'' 

He is a family friend of the McIvers. 

Both come from Bell , on the Darling Downs. 

Hopper denied he was under riding instructions from McIver. 

``The National Party is very different to the Liberal Party,'' he said. 

``The parliamentary wing of the Nationals runs its own game.'' 

McIver said: ``I think there are religious people on both sides of the House.'' 

He declined to say more and unlike most party presidents remains strangely aloof. 
 


